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SUBJ: MEDIA COVERAGE AMBER ROLL BERGE ISTRA SEARCH 

NORWEGIAN MEDIA HAS GIVEN HEAVY PLAY AMVER AND 
GENERAL US ROLE BERGE ISTRA SEARCH IN WESTERN 
PACIFIC. AMVER ROLE PARTICULARLY WELL COVERED 
FIRST DAYS OF SEARCH. PAPERS CARRIED PROFILES 
AMBER, AND NORWEGIAN RADIO-TV AIRED FAVORABLE 
COMMENTARIES AMVER'S SIGNIFICANCE. STORIES 
DETAILED 

HOW AMVER ORGANIZED AND STRESSED THAT U.S. PAYS 
BILLS FOR RESCUE OPERATIONS. 

SINCE BERGE ISTRA HAD BEEN REGULAR AMVER PARTICIPANT 
MEDIA GAVE HEAVY PLAY TO PACT THAT NO 
POSITIONS REPORTED BY SHIP DURING THIS TRIP, 

WHICH CONSIDERED VERY UNUSUAL. ON NATIONAL 
TV,REPRESENTATIVE OF SHIPOWNER SAID AMVER 
UNFORTUNATELY NOT SO AUTOMATIC THAT ABSENCE 
POSITION REPORTS WOULD TRIGGER ALARM. WHEN 
QUERIED WHY SUCH AUTOMATIC SYSTEM DOES NOT ES- 
IST,HE SAID SOME NATIONS, FOR MILITARY REASONS, 

DO NOT WANT THEIR SHIPS INCLUDED IN WORLDWIDE 
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IN ANOTHER TV PROGRAM, ROGALAND RADIO REP 
SAID STUDIES UNDERWAY TOWARD SYSTEM REQUIRING 
NORWEGIAN SHIPS REPORT POSITION REGULARLY TO 
DATA CENTER. 

SOME PAPERS POINTED OUT BERGE ISTRA CAPTAIN 
PARTICIPATED AMVER EOR YEARS, AND THAT EOUR 
YEARS AGO HE RECEIVED AMVER GOLD MEDAL EOR 
HELPING RESCUE JAPANESE SAILORS. 

ON JAN 8, A DIRECTOR BERGESON SHIPPING LINE 
SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE AMVER'S ASSERTION IT 
HAD NOT RECEIVED POSITION REPORTS DURING TRIP. 

ON JAN 9, THIS COMMENT COUNTERED BY AETENPOSTEN 
WHICH CARRIED STATEMENT BY LT FRANKLIN FOWLER 
AT GOVERNOR ISLAND THAT NO REPORTS SENT SINCE 
NOV 12, THAT AMVER ENTIRELY DEPENDENT VOLUN- 
TARY PARTICIPATION, AND THAT SHIP AFTER COM- 
PLETING TRIP IS NOT PUT BACK INTO COMPUTER 
UNTIL SUBMITTING NEW SAILING DATA. SUCH DATA 
NOT RECEIVED FROM BERGE ISTRA,FOWLER SAYS. 

COMMENT: THOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN THESE FEW COMMENTS 
CRITICAL OF AMVER,THEY HAVE BEEN TREATED IN 
LOW-KEY OBJECTIVE FASHION. OVERALL,MEDIA PLAY 
HAS BEEN DECIDEDLY FAVORABLE AND ONCE AGAIN 
HAS BROUGHT RESERVOIR OF GOOD WILL TOWARD 
AMVER AND US COAST GUARD TO SURFACE. 
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